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Ryde Neighbourhood Board Community Grants Guidance Notes

Section 1: Introduction

Ryde has been selected to benefit from a grant of £19.5 million as part of the
Government’s Pride in Place programme. It will be receiving the funds over the ten-
year period 2026 -2036.

Ryde Neighbourhood Board (the Board) has come together to guide how this funding
is invested over the next decade. The Board is an independent, hon-constituted body.
It has listened to Ryde residents, local businesses, grassroots campaigners and
community leaders to identify a new vision for the town. This vision is simple: a
stronger, healthier, more confident Ryde shaped by the people who live here. The 10-
Year Vision can be found here.

The success of our vision depends on local people, organisations and businesses
working together to make the most of this opportunity now and in the future. Our
Community Grants programme will further this ambition with grants of up to £20,000.

The Community Grants programme is administered by the Isle of Wight Council on
behalf of the Board.

Please read the following guidance notes carefully to help ensure your application
makes as strong a case for funding as possible.

The Board will regularly review this guidance and respond to user feedback. It
reserves the right to make changes as required. We will communicate any changes as
quickly as possible via this webpage.

Section 2: Funding priorities and criteria

2a Priorities
To be eligible for support your project must meet at least one of the following
priorities:

e improve the public safety, health and well-being of Ryde residents

e improve access to learning opportunities for Ryde Residents

e improve and sustain volunteering opportunities for Ryde residents

e improve sport, recreational and cultural facilities in Ryde

e enhance Ryde’s natural and built environment

e support local business and employment


https://rydeneighbourhoodboard.org.uk/vision/
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2b Criteria

We will also ask you to show us that your projectis:
e apositive response to a need or opportunity
e well planned and proposals for delivery and management are robust
e financially realistic and offers value for money
e takes account of relevant procurement, law and other statutory requirements
e appropriate levels of insurance are in place
e the project will be completed within 12 months

Section 3: Application details
3a Who can apply

We welcome applications from the following:

e Registered charities, community interest companies, voluntary and community
groups. We will require these applicants to be constituted or have a set of rules
and have a bank account.

e Commercial enterprises. We will require a copy of the applicant’s most up to
date accounts.

e Individuals - we can consider applications from individuals but will ask for one of
more references as part of the assessment process.

We will not fund more than £20,000 to a single organisation in a calendar year.

3b What will we fund

We can fund capital and revenue costs for projects.

By a project we mean work or an activity that will be in addition to the normal everyday
work of your organisation, has specific aims and a schedule for completion.

3c  What we will not fund

Some project costs are not eligible for Community Grant funding. They include:

e we will not normally fund everyday operational costs such as existing staff and
utilities.

o foreign travel

e costs that are not directly related to delivery of your project
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3d How much can we award
We can offer grants of up to £20,000.

3e Match funding

Funding contributions towards your project costs from your own resources or other
sources is welcome but not mandatory. Applications which provide some match
funding may make a stronger case for support than those that do not.

3f Procurementrequirements

You must follow our procurement guidelines for goods, works or services as follows:
e worth less than £10,000 (inc VAT) should be based on at least one written quote.
e worth £10,000 - £30,000 (inc VAT) should be based on three competitive quotes
e worth £30,000+ (inc VAT) should be openly advertised.

3g Ownership requirements

For projects which involve works to land or buildings we expect you to own the
freehold or have a lease with at least a 5-year unexpired term left to run. Otherwise,
you will need to provide a letter from the owner saying you have their permission to
carry out the work.

3h Subsidy control

If your application is successful, it is important to remember the grant comes from
public funds and is subject to the Subsidy Control Act 2022. A subsidy is where a
public authority provides financial support from public money that gives an economic
advantage to the recipient, where that recipient can be considered to be engaged in
economic activities. Further information about subsidy control and how it will be
assessed for successful awards is provided at Section 6.
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Section 4: Your application

4a Making an application

There is a one-stage application process. To request an application form email
rydeneighbourhoodboard@iow.gov.uk

4b What you need to send us

Completed application forms will need to be submitted by email to us at
rydeneighbourhoodboard@iow.gov.uk together with copies of documents that are

requested and which will support your application.

4c Deadline for submissions

The deadline for the submission of applications in the current financial year is
midnight on Monday 17 August 2026.

4d How we assess your application

When assessing your application we will take into account how well the project
meets the programme’s priorities and criteria. We may contact you during the
assessment process to seek clarification with specific elements of your application.

4e Decision making

We anticipate the value of grants requested will exceed the available budget.
Therefore, eligible applications will be considered by the Board’s Finance Committee
which in September 2026 to make funding decisions.

Section 5: Receiving a grant

5a Contract and grant payment

If your bid is successful we will send you a formal grant offer letter and information on
managing your award. Awards will normally be paid in two stages, a paymentin
advance and a paymentin arrears. We will ask you the payment schedule that best
suits your project.

5b Project Monitoring


mailto:rydeneighbourhoodboard@iow.gov.uk
mailto:rydeneighbourhoodboard@iow.gov.uk
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Once a grant has been awarded, we will monitor the project to make sure the money
is being used for the purposes for which the award was given which, may include a
site visit

5c Data protection

We use the personal data you provide, such as contact details for individuals at your
organisation, to help you apply for a grant and to assess your application. If a grantis
awarded, we will use the personal data to manage and monitor the grant, carry out
evaluations and research, and to check the money is being used appropriately. If your
application is not successful, we will delete your data.

5d Help and advice

There may be specific areas of technical support with which you may require our help
to deliver your project. You can discuss this with them when you receive notification
of an award.

Section 6: Subsidy Control
6a The Subsidy Control Regime

If your application is successful, itis important to remember our grant comes from
public funds and may be subject to the Subsidy Control Act 2022.

A subsidy is where a public authority provides financial support from public money
that gives an economic advantage to the recipient, where equivalent support could
not have been obtained on market terms. The majority of our grants will either not be
a subsidy or will be a lawful subsidy which meets the requirements of the Subsidy
Control Act 2022.

Itis our responsibility to assess whether a grant is a subsidy and our subsidy control
assessmentis an important part of your application. We ask that you familiarise
yourself with the key requirements and provide us with any assistance we may
reasonably require in completing a subsidy control assessment.

If the lead applicant is a commercial organisation the following must be provided:
o articles of association
o statement of solvency


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/688c952b486754ec28878345/UK_subsidy_control_statutory_guidance_august_2025.pdf



